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TWO CENTURIES OF AMERICAN SHIPPING 
From the Studio of Richard Orr 


In these ten half models at a scale of 3/32"-1'0" mounted on a 48" X 60" panel, I 
have endeavored to show with a limited number of types the development of American ship- 
ping within two centuries. To cover all the local types and rigs would be a lifetime 
undertaking. However within these limits I have tried to show an interesting collection 
of ship models from the birth of our country to the days which a good many of us remember. 


SACHEM = 1710 


Starting with the sloop SACHEM in the upper right corner which was probably developed 
in Bermuda but built and used extensively up and down our coaste I have reconstructed the 
lines by Howard I. Chapelle in his book "Baltimore Clipper" but I took most of the details @& 


from an old watercolor. She was not pierced for guns and she had an almost flush desk 
with what looked like a slight step up to the poop. 


HANNAH 


Thence to the Marblehead heel tapper HANNAH of 1760 --one of our earlier fisherman. 
Lines from a drawing by Chapelle. However you have it, it would be a reconstruction and I 
chose Chapelle's because of the faithfulness to type in lines. My model on the panel is 
representative of the type and period. I named the model HANNAH for want of a better name. 
It is reported that the first vessel commissioned by authority of Continental Congress was 
a heel tapper which was commissioned by General Washington. According to “American Ship 
Models" by Grimwood, the heel tapper prevailed with slight modifications as the favorite 
type when in about 1850 it was replaced by schooners on the lines of pilot boats. 


REPUBLICAN 


At the top center is the merchantman REPUBLICAN of about 1785. These vessels were i 
small but heavily manned and fitted so that on short notice they could be armed for men-of- 

war or privateers. Many of them carried dummy guns of wood called Quakers, I find the 

coloring of the early vessels quite interesting and I am sorry we couldn't show those 

colors in the photo. The lines are from "American Ship Models" by Grimwood. From this 

book we learn that they are from a rare original draught made shortly before 1800 by a 

notable American ship designer, Samuel Humphries, and were found in his papers. Samuel 
Humphries was apprenticed to his father Joshua Humphries, our first Naval constructor and 
designer who designed the CONSTITUTION. She was named REPUBLICAN in the draught and it is 


logical to assume that she was built, but no record discloses where or for whom or what 
became of her. 


LYNX - 


We go on to the Baltimore Clipper, the topsail schooner LYNX = a privateer of the war 
of 1812. Enough said, there has been volumes written on the prowess of these little ves- . 
sels. The LYNX was captured and taken into the Royal Navy and renamed MUSQUEDOBIT. Her a 
lines were taken off and a draught made on May 10th, 1816. The lines of my model are taken 

from the "Baltimore Clippers" by H.I. Chapelle. The lines there are complete with the 
exceptions of the spar dimensions. 


FRIENDSHIP 


Opposite the LYNX on the right is the brig or smow FRIENDSHIP of the 1830's. This 
type, although of an outstanding type which sailed from Massachusetts ports in the spice 
trade, we seldom see modeled. This model is from the lines taken from a half model of the 
vessel, detail and rig from an Italian painting of the same vessel, both owned by my cus- 
tomer. This should be reasonably accurate as the painting is very close to scale. The 
FRIENDSHIP was built in Portland, Maine and was owned by Messrs. Pinkham and Silsbee. She 
sailed to the west coast of Sumatra 26 May, 1830. The piracy of the FRIENDSHIP on the 
West Coast of Sumatra and the murder by the natives of five of her crew in January 1931 
became an act of national importance and the United States dispatched the U.S. frigate 
POTOMAC to punish the murderers. 
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HAVRE 


In the center is the packet ship HAVRE of about 1846. This type we seldom see modeled, 
altho an outstanding type of American Merchant ships. The deck lay out from "Ships of the 
Past" by Davis and the cabin lay out from a plan of the SAINT DENNIS. This shows a general 
lay out of deck and cabin and hatchways. This from Peabody Museum of Salem. Additional 
information from Lubbock's "Western Ocean Packets". The HAVRE was a Union Line Packet on 
the regular New York to Havre run. The lines and spar plan are in Webb's book. 


FLYING FISH - 


Below the HAVRE to the left is the FLYING FISH ~ 1851 - by our well known Donald McKay. 

& I chose this one because,although well known,models of her would be scarce. Her lines were 
recently unearthed in a museum in Bergen, Norway by John Lyman, N.R.G. The description of 
her on the day of her launching, November 4, 1851 was taken from the Boston Atlas. All of 
which data, including her lines was published in the Nautical Research Journal - thus making 
this model possible. 


HARVEST QUEEN - 


To the right of the FLYING FISH is the bark HARVEST QUEEN - 1870 showing the double 
topsail rig. Many of these were built along our east coast, particularly Maine and carried 
our flag into every port in the world. The Nautical Photo Agency has a photo of her hove 
down and Lloyds Register gives additional information. 


MARION F, SPRAGUE - 


Below this is the MARION F. SPRAGUE - 1889. The final phase of American merchantmen, 
The lines are from “American Sailing Ships" by Chappelle, Fig. 50. According to Chapelle, 
there were two types of three mast schooner - one with rather a deep draft and a shoaler 
centerboard. A deeper center board was used in the '70's. Note the center board I have pu‘ 

et on the model. These lines were drawn originally by J.J.Wardell of Rockland, Maine. The olc 

name for a three mast schooner was a "tern schooner" - tern means a score of three. 


ARETHUSA - 


In the lower corner of the panel is the final phase also of the American sailing fisher 
man the ARETHUSA. I chose the ARETHUSA not only as an outstanding vessel of her type but 
because of her fame. Launched from the Tarr and James yard at Essex, Massachusetts in the 
fall of 1907. She was the largest knockabout schooner afloat (no bowsprit). She was de- 
Signed by Gordon W. Thomas, her skipper was Captain Clayton Morrissey. According to Gordon 
W. Thomas in "Fast and Able" she was nearly always a money maker. “In 1910 she was sold to 
Captain Bill McCoy and renamed TOMAKA - a bowsprit was added and she carried two jibs, jumbc 
end jib topsail and a lot of liquor. Under Captain McCoy she became a member of the rum rov 
fleet and it was stated she had a capacity of 6000 cases of the 'real McCoy’. I visited 
Capt. McCoy aboard the ARETHUSA at Bar Harbor and she did not look like a fisherman. Novem- 
ber 8, 1929 she was wrecked near Halifax but her crew was saved. Captain McCoy searched fo1 
her remains and found them at Ketch Harbor, N.S. He brought back a piece of her and presen- 
ted it to the Mariners Association of Gloucester." 


I enjoyed making the models on the panel, each was a separate study in design, rig and 
color. This proves Chappelle's contention that we should get off the beaten path and build 
some of these local types, especially the beginners. I have seen so many start with a clip- 
per or a frigate and go sour before it was done. 


I am grateful to Howard Chapelle and V. R. Grimwood for without their remarkable books 
most of these models would not have been possible. Someday I hope to build a similar set 
that shows the development of the American Fisherman. 


THE PAINT JOB 


Now for the painting of the panel. The panel itself was painted with Dutch Boy Ming 
Green #64 semi-gloss. This is a dandy background for marine objects, painted frames for 
ship painting and prints. Duco SemiGloss comes in necessary colors, the white very good. 
For black I use sign writers black in japan which may be bought in tubes with a bit of 
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varnish for a binder. 


NUMBER 10 


Decks and bright work, I varnish with what is known as hand rubbed 
effect varnish. This keeps bright work from getting grimy and also makes it easier to 
dust. Spars and masts I use maple stain with a bit of orange oil color in it. This gives 
the slushed effect and brightens up the model a lot. 


All the way through where I have mixed colors I have used oil colors from tubes. 


Where I used straight colors, I have used Dupont Duco which has a good color range and a 
good white. 


The bottom of the Heel Tapper, Merchant Ship, Sloop, and Brig were originally coated 
with ea mixture of tallow and sulphur which in those days were used as a preservative and I 
used Dupont Duco semi-gloss with a little raw sienna ~- enough to get a cream tint. 


On the HANNAH - below the rubbing strake is black. The light stripe is yellow nchre 
and white which are the nearest to Continental buff, the cap rails black; the lower strip 
at poop is white; inner,. bulwark buff, hatches, companion etc. venetian red. This is the 
nearest to a barnyard red used extensively. On this I used oil color mixed with 50-50 
turps and varnish. Rubbing  strake-natural mahogany and spars and masts bright 


The REPUBLICAN - Hull black to the rubbing strake; the rubbing strake stained with 
the bright finish above and the stripes were green lower, orange center and green top and 
then it was painted black to the rail. Rail, cathead, timberhead, fife rails were painted 


a light brown. Galley, hatches, companion a light green. The small boat had stripes as 
the ship. 


The sloop SACHEM has Venetian red water lines to rail except rubbing strake which was 
stained bright. Cap rail was stained walnut. Dark blue at poop deck; Quarter badge and 
head rails are deep green and gold. Masts bright with black doublings and tips. 


The LYNX ~ She has a very light green bottom like verdigris - black hull with buff 
stripe, inner,bulwarks etc. red - bright masts with black doublings. The brig - black 
to wide stripe which was orange, the moulding next was yellow, then black bulwark - inner, 


and works were buff. Lower masts buff - spars and doublings black -- the rest of the masts 
and jibboom were bright. 


The HAVRE had copper bronz bottom, hull black - stripe white, 


grey. The wheel house, cabins, etc. venetian red with white trim. 
This all looked great. 


inner, bulwarks light 
Boats and yards black. 


The FLYING FISH -- The usual black and white under bulwarks, hatch and combings light 


grey. Blue waterways; I chose a statuary bronz to depict the yellow metal. 


The Bark about the same as the clipper except that the bottom was dark green for a 
change. 


The ARETHUSA and the schooner have venetian red bottoms to show the copper bottom * 


paint still in use. Cabin tops and hatches - grey in the schooner and green in the fisher- 
man. 


There are numerous lacquers on the market for airplanes and model railroads. I do 
not care for them -- they cheapen good work - they are "too fast" to do a good job. One 
thing I find with some models = there is too much polish like a yacht. Ships were for 
hard work and they should not be polished like a fine piece of furniture. Keep them look- 
ing “shippy". Many times my paint job has helped to sell a model. See Chapelle's “Ameri- 


can Sailing Navy", page 417-418 and also Ghapelle's "History of American Ships", pages 72= 
85-86. 
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Parchment Sail Making 
From the Studio of Richard Orr 


These may be 
@ drawn on or use 


Fold down 


Around Yard 


Early Method 


Cut out every Side View of 
> in. for better Sail 
folding 
LL. 


Method of 


Securing sail to 
— yard on period of 
iron jackstays 
Measure down from top over and under 
on both sides to be jackstay - thru 
sure. They are parallel "Grommets" in sail 


The model ships on the panel have parchment sails and these few sketches will show 
show how I made them. Parchment may be purchased at artists material stores. There is 
one kind which is pure white and thin. This is best for smaller scale models. There is 
also a heavier material of a yellow tone which should be used for larger models. 


. It is best to lay out the sails on paper to check the width of the lower yard and the 
bottom of the one above it -- then check the heights between the yards - the top of the 

e lower yard and the bottom of the one above it. This is all right if you want sails to 
hang straight, but if you wish a belly in them add 1/8" to 3/32" to the height and when 
secured they will belly out. Now lay out on parchment adding 3/32" all around for lap 
over (see sketch). Cut out corner pieces and snips at bottom as in sketch for better fold- 

ing. Now fold up and over. 


For bolt ropes use either #30 crochet cotton or similar line of .025 copper wire. 
Cover inside of flap with cement - lay in the bold rope, close it with the fold and press 
down. I recommend Cascorez Polyvinyl resin glue. This is white and dries fast and clean. 
For the reef point bands cut 3/32" strips of the parchment and cement on both sides of the 
sail. Measure down from top of both sides so they will be parallel.Lay out for reef points 
and drill through with #70 drill. Wax #30 line and pull through, cementing both sides just 
below. This will keep the reef points down and in place. At corners cement reinforcing 
pieces on both sides. Sketch shows method of securing sails to the yards. Bolt ropes 
have small loops at lower corners with seizing. See sketch. I could not get cloth sails 
to look right except on a very large scale. See Darcy Lever's "Sheet Anchor" and Brady's 
"Kedge Anchor". 
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THAT SHIP 0. SHIPS "THE GREAT REPUBLIC" 


One hundred Anniversary of Her Loss by Fire 
A Waterside Croaker Tells the Story of Her Loss 
by Richard C. McKay 


Her Strong Timbers Told of Our Forests, and Her Fine Model 
and Workmanship Spoke Loudly in Praise of the Skill of 
American Shipbuilders. 


A few years ago I stood on the East River waterfront, within the shadows of the Brook~ 
lyn Bridge, waiting to board a tug to take me over to the Standard Oil Company plant at 
Bayonne, N. J., and talked with an old-time "Wag of the Waterfront," one of those "rara 
avis" - a survivor of the glorious days of sail, who, when South Street, that street of 
ghostly bowsprits, was in its heyday, liked to congregate and tell their salty tales. He 
said to me — "If you should dig down just where you are standing, I think you would find 
some of the "bones, relics or souvenirs of the finest and largest American sailing ship that 
ever went down the ways of any shipyard in the history of the world. Her name you ask? 
“'GREAT REPUBLIC' and she was designed, built and owned by one man, DONALD McKAY, Master- 
Shipbuilder of East Boston, Mass. - the man who made the YANKEE CLIPPER famous." 


Even in our day when we talk flippantly about ocean liners of 50,000 tons, the story 
of the GREAT REPUBLIC, largest of all clipper ships, is of interest to seamen and land- 
lubbers who love the deep blue sea. Curiously enough, like that other craft, also a fore- 
runner of vessels of gigantic size, THii GREAT EASTERN, her career was rather tragic. In 
Spite of this, even though cut down, in propelling power, she made records that added not 
a little to the fame of the greatest of America's shipbuilders, Donald McKay, in a wonderful 
era of ships, unsurpassed for speed, beauty and other qualities. 


"The launching of McKay's ‘Ship O'Ships' was a gala day for Boston. It took place on 
the 4th of October, 1853, and a public holiday was declared - schools were closed and busi- 
ness came to a standstill. Oh, yes, we were really ship-minded then," continued my infor- 
mant, "and it was estimated that more than 50,000 people witnessed the ceremony. Because 
of the temperance movement which was quite strong at that time, the conventional bottle 
of champagne, which, by the way, could be of strictly American manufacture was not broken 
over her bows, as she was christened with Cochituate water. Are you, as a seafaring man, 
surprised ill luck followed the GREAT REPUBLIC from the beginning? 


"Here's a few figures to give you an idea of this mammoth clippership's dimensions. 
Her tonnage was 4556 with cargo capacity 6000 tons; she was 325 feet long, 53 wide, with 
a depth of hold 39 feet. Carried 15,653 yards of canvas in a suit of sails. In the build- 
ing of the hull 1,500,000 feet of hard pine, 986,000 feet of white oak were used, and 
50,000 days work was expended on the hull. No wonder the English asked her captain if he 
had left any timber for shipbuilding in the United States or brought it all with him? She 
was so large, no one dared finance her construction, so her builder, with the same indom- 
itable courage that characterized his mechanical achievements, embarked his fortune in her, 
some $360,000.00, a huge sum in those days." 


Then reminiscently, our old timertold some interesting facts about himself, and, 
nothing loath, we urged him on: - "Like many an Bast Side Lad, I went to work in William H. 
Webb's shipyard at the foot of East Seventh Street, (where Donald McKay, as you doubtless 
know, served an apprenticeship with good old Isaac Webb, "Billy" Webb's father;) but the 
long steady grind, drudgery, working from early morn till six or seven at night, eventually 
palled on me, and when ship after ship slid down the ways to soon join the famous Cape Horn 
Fleet en route to the California goldfields, with salt water in my veins - for all the male 
members of our family had followed the sea - plus a yen to see the world, I made up my mind 
to ship before the mast in one of the many clipper ships continually moored along the East 
River waterfront. My parent's consent was soon obtained, in fact, they had long been sus- 
picious. On November 9th, 1851 I sailed out past Sandy Hook, bound for California's 
"Golden Gate' on the New York clipper SWORDFISH, Captain David S. Babcock. She had gone 
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down the ways at Webb's yard, and I had been employed on her construction during my tarry 
there. She made a record passage to San Francisco, of 94 days, nearly winning that cele- 
brated Clipper Race of 1851/52, won by Donald McKay's FLYING FISH, ‘rated' as a Boston 
ship and winning thousands of dollars for her backers, mostly Yankees, whilst New York's 
shipping circles, and along South Street, men who had backed the SWORDFISH, WILD PIGEON, 
JOHN GILPIN and other ships in the race, went broke} 


"But deep water was never to behold the GREAT REPUBLIC just as she sprang from her 
master-builder's brain," continued our narrator, as he reflectively went on with his 
story telling: “About half-past one o'clock on the morning of December 27th, 1953, when 
almost ready for sea, the great disaster took place which cruelly shattered the hopes and 
carefully cultivated plans of Donald McKay. While lying at her pier between Dover Street 
and Peck Slip," (here my informant showed me exactly where that pier had been located in 
the year 1853), the rigging of the magnificent monster clipper caught fire from sparks 
blown from a nearby building, was burned to the water's edge and sank. 


"In the same fire the clippers JOSEPH WALKER and WHITE SQUALL were destroyed, the for- 
mer with a valuable cargo of grain and the other had no cargo of consequence. One or two 
other vessels suffered slightly before they could be removed to safety. The night of 
December 26/27, 1853, should ever remain in the annuals of the Port of New York as the 


occasion when fire did greater damage to its ships and shipping than ever before in its 
history. 


"Underwriters took over what was left of the scuttled ship, policies were paid in full: 
thenceforth Donald McKay knew her no more$ Directly after his return to Boston he was to 
be found in his shipyard making ready to launch the LIGHTNING, a masterly creation which 
sailed faster than any ship that ever sailed the seas! She was the first of a historic 
fleet of American-built clippers, that, notwithstanding transfer from the Stars and Stripes 
to the Union Jack, shed luster upon them both." 


The air-piercing shriek of a steam-whistle sounded, I knew my long-delayed tugboat con- 
veyance had arrived; as I turned to meet it, my genial story-teller, who had painted a most 
faithful and fascinating picture of great events in the long ago, suddenly vanished, but I 
saw him fleetingly in the distance, as he waved a friendly adieu, then shaped a true course 
along South Street, Alas, I never saw him more} 


Richard C. Me: ay 
Author of “South Street" a maritime 
History of New York 


Meeting of the Southern California Group 


Twenty members attended the meeting at the home of Harry Hamilton September 27th. 
Books, ship plans, pictures and two oil paintings of Harry Bernahl got the usual thorough 
going over but thepiece de resistance, the framed model of the LEXINGTON made by Charles 
M. Allan, was the center of attraction. The model on a 3/16ths scale was not completed and 
Mr. Allan could explain in detail his work. The members agreed that to plenk up such a 
beautiful job would hide the fine work of the framing and deck timbers. It was cased in 
plastic which was the. first plastic ship model case many had seen. 

Harry Bernahl announced that he would present oneof his 18"x24" oil paintings for the 
"Bill Adams Award", 

Chairmen and alternate chairmen were appointed for the next three meetings. The al- 
ternate to serve as assistant and in the absence of the chairman to serve in his stead. 

The next meeting is called for Sunday, November 22nd at Cabrillo Beach Marine Museun. 
This meeting is to be a picnic and all members are to bring not only a box lunch but their 
families as well. Robert Tan is Chairman with Arthur Rudd serving as alternate. A boat 
trip around Los Angeles and San Pedro harbors is also planned. A report of the Committee 
for the Annual Ship Model Exhibition showed progress and complete details will be fur- 
nished later. 
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CATALOG COMMENTS 
by Mehrel Shank 


MODEL SHIPWAYS, Fort Lee, N. J. = catalog, price 25¢. Model Shipways believes that 
the best is none too good, therefore they try to have the plans for their new kits draw 
by the man best qualified. Not only does this give an excellent plan but also overcomes 
any temptation to compromise on the fittings designs. This policy started with their kit 
GJOA, plans drawn by W. H. Honey, NRG; continued with the FAIR AMERICAN and ESSEX, plans 
drawn by John Stevens, NRG; carried through with their latest kit, the SULTANA, plans by 
Howard I. Chapelle, NRG; and into the future with the kits of the FLYING FISH and the 123! 
trawler, HILDINA, built 1951; plans by Herbert S. Scott, NRG. 


Among their fittings are several unusual items, such as deadeye combo. This is a 
deadeye-lanyard combination, the deadeyes and lanyards are cast as one unit, in several 
scales, thus by-passing one of the toughest tasks of modellers. Unusual also among the 
fittings are a Parrott rifle and aDahlgren cannon. 


A. J. FISHER, NRG, 1002 Etowah Ave., Royal Oak, Michigan - catalog, price 25¢, Mr. 
Fisher has withdrawn hull kits. He is devoting his time to producing model fittings. How- 
ever, blueprints of several interesting vessels can be obtained from him, such as the 4- 
mast bark CALIFORNIA, clipper STAGHOUND, clipper YOUNG AMERICA, and the brig NIAGRA. Most 
of his fittings are brass, which gives a resulted fitting not only accurate in dimensions, 
but also authentic in design. Of particular interest is his stamped jack stay, or for the 
more discriminating modeller a turned brass jack stay with drilled hole. His deadeye, 
strops and chain plates are an exclusive with him. For old time vessels that had iron 
guns, he will oxidize the brass which gives a more realistic appearance than paint. He has 


many fittings that belong to just one model, these he lists in fittings sets for that in- 
dividual model. 


MARINE MODEL COMPANY, Halesite, L.I., N.Y. — catalog, price 50¢. Among their kits are 
several familiar names, such as thewhaler CHARLES W. MORGAN, clipper SEA WITCH, clipper 
SWOARDFISH, BOUNTY and CONSTITUTION. Their latest kits are the destroyer U.S.S. GEARING, 
and a Bomb Ketch. A great deal of the basic research for the Bomb Ketch was done by 
Winthrop Pratt Jr., NRG. He also did the research on their One Pdr. Truck Gun and the 10" 
Sea Mortar. 


They are the sole manufacturers of wooden blocks, steering wheels, ladders and several 
other boxwood fittings. Other model firms buy their wooden fittings from him. They also 
feature preshaped masts and spars in their kits. 


BOUCHER=LEWIS PRECISEON MODELS, INC., 36 E. 12th Street, N.Y. 3, N. Y. = catalog, 40¢. 
Listed among their kits are such names as the brig CABOT, 1775; brig PERRY, 1843; bark, 
JAMES A WRIGHT, 1880; yacht AMERICA; the KEARSHARGE; and the SAVANNAH. They carry several 
blueprints that do not appear with kits such as the BANGALORE, iron ship, 1880; JOHN ADAMS, 
sloop-of-war, 1830; and the OHIO, 74-gun ship-of-the-line. 


JAMES BLISS AND CO., INC., Charles R.O.Wood, NRG, Manager of the Ship Model Depart- 
ment, 342 Atlantic Ave., Boston, 10, Mass. - catalog, price 25¢. This is a supply house 
which carries the kits, plans and fittings of the ship model firms. Also in stock are the 
plans drawn by H.A.Underhill, NRG; Modelcraft, the Peabody Marine Research Society, Ship 
Model Plans Co., which are waterline model plans drawn by John R. Stevens, NRG, and several 
other plans of unusual types. Also they carry a good line of books, including the latest 
of Chapelle's and all three of Underhillls. Among the line of tools is a small metal lathe 
with a distance between centers of 4", just the thing for serious minded modellers. Also 
they carry the curved sole midget plane built by A.J.Fisher, and an assortment of 4" pliers. 
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SECRETARY'S 
MONTHLY 
LETTER 


‘THE SECRETARY'S MONTHLY LETTER 
WAS ESTABLISHED IN 


Jaiiés We Harbin, Jr. Ass't. Secretary, 4110 Beall St., Landover Hills, Maryland 


LETTER TO THE SECRETARY 
From Theresa Oucci -~- "The shipyard at Skeensborough where the fleet of Arnold was built 
was a lot bigger than most of us think now - for they had at least three or four gondolas 
on the stocks- 54', 58' and 60' long = three to four galleys - 72' long. The forge was 
there on the west side of Wood Creek, the saw mill at the falls. I have a picture of 
Sheen's water power saw mill at Fort Anne and there is no reason to believe that Skeens- 
borough was not about the same. For caulking, the prisoners at Fort Ticonderoga were made 
to pick fibers from hemp for the fleet. This was a means of punishment ~ fine for the 
nerves, I should imagine. I will write you more about the shipyards soon. I am trying to 
get the research done for the drawings ‘and the models. I have met a Mr. Baldwin, a lineal 

® descendent of Arnold's. I am also getting material from British sources. Have just had 

a present of a beautiful broadeaxe of the type used in the shipyard. 

an adz and a caulking iron soon." 


I also expect to get 


THE FIRST U.S. FLEET 
177th Anniversary of the Battle of Valcour Island 
October 11, 1776 = October 11, 1953 


Miss Theresa Cucci, the enthusiastic historian of Arnold's Fleet, has sent a tear 
sheet from the Whitehall Times, Whitehall, New York commemorating this famous battle. 
There are eleven columns together with eleven pictures showing the fleet, the guns and the 


locale, all of which make a complete and authentic account of this important event in 
American history. 


The Whitehall Times gves credit to Edwin N. Rich, N.R.G. for his help: "Positive 
identification of all armament and miscellaneous information was furnished by Edwin N. 

& Rich of Wellfleet, Massachusetts. Mr. Rich, who has made a study of armament for the past 
fifteen years, designed the gun carriages and furnished armament detail for the Plymouth 

Plentation restoration at Plymouth, Massachusetts, in connection with the first Pilgrim 

fleet built there. He attended the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and was for 

several years an electrical engineer with the New York Telephone Company". 


Note: In this connection we call to your attention the article on the "Battle of Vancour 
Island" by Eleanor S. Murray, General Manager of Fort Ticorderoga Museum, which was pub- 
lished in the Nautical Research Journal in the September issue of 1951. This number has 
the lines and sail plan of the Continental gondola PHILADELPHIA together with drawings 
of the guns and photos of the model made by Colonel E.P, Hamilton, N.R.G. There are a 
few of these Journals left - they are priced at 50¢ each (coin or stamps). 
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HALF-MILLION DOLLAR NAVAL MUSEUM 
To be built near Ausable Chasm 


Vergennes, N.Y. Sept. 17, 1953 - Plans for a half-million dollar naval museum near 
Ausable Chasm, N.Y. were unfolded at a meeting of the Interstate Commission on the Lake 
Champlain Basin at Basin Harbor. Payson E. Hatch of Willsboro, N.Y. told the two-state 
Commission members that he, together with Major Hagglund and John Kiehl, both of Williboro, 
N. Y., plan to build an American Museum of Naval History on a 100 acre plot of land they 
have purchased adjacent to the Chasm property. 

The project, Hatch said,will cost an estimated $500,000. The first building they 
plan to erect will be a shell structure 200 feet long, 300 feet wide and 50 feet high. 
Nucleus of the museum will be the "Philadelphia" and "Royal Savage", Revolutionary War 
gunboats which Major Hagglund raised off the bottom of Lake Champlain a few years ago. 
This group has plans,reported Hatch, to bring up other boats of Benedict Arnold's fleet 
which is submerged in Lake Champlain and to acquire other objects of early American in- 


terest such as were owned and used by the Jesuit fathers in early Champlain history. From 
The Burlington, Vt. Free Press. 


WASHINGTON SHIP MODEL SOCIETY CELEBRATES ITS SILVER ANNIVERSARY 


For the fourth time in the Truxton-Decatur Museum, 1610 H Street,N. W., Washington, 
D. Ce, the Washington Ship Model Society, by arrangement with the Naval Historical Founda- 
tion, opened to the public on October lst its twenty fifth exhibition of ship models. 


More than fifty models of all types of naval vessels are displayed - sailing, steam, 
and diesel ships, also models of historical significance - together with pictures, plans, 
books and tools used in producing them. In addition there is exhibited nativemade models 
from all over the world - Thailand, Australia, Africa, Japan, China, etc., these having 


been brought back by Mr. and Mrs. John Eck, after a six months' trip. -this year's best 
models. 


The exhibition is one of the finest of the Society. The best models were judged by 
Mr.M. L. Peterson, Curator, Division of Military and Naval History, U. 5S. National Museum. 


The results of the competition are as follows: 
Marine Models Cup, for best kit model - winner: Carl Hufaker, Model Virginia Privateer 


Corr Trophy, Best Nautical Exhibit - Winner: Fredrich Von Huene (NRG) - model of French 
Naval Gun 17803 gun will actually fire a ball. 


Founders Cup, Best Scratch Model = Winner: William Gibb, Chesapeak Bay Bugeye “Lizzie J. 
Cox" 


Carlton Cup, Best American Sailing Ship - Winner: William E. Lee (NRG) - model C. S. Iron- 
clad "Virginia". 


America Cup, Best American Sailing Ship - Winner: William E. Lee, model lumber schooner 
"Forester". 


Midshipman Trophy, Best model that had been exhibited before but had not won a prize = 
Winner: William E. Lee, model Norfolk Pilot Boat "Katy" 


From William E. Lee 


From Poul Palmer -- “We got back safely to Solvang after driving over 300 miles to attend 
the meeting of the Southern California Group, and the meeting was well worth it. I always 
feel like a fish - or shall I say a ship in water when I attend our meetings, just this 
being together with some folks you can talk to about your big interest here in life sure 
gives you a boost. I am now sitting ti,-ht waiting for three plans from Denmark Danish 
Naval Archives to show up. A briz, a corvette and a frigate." 
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QUERIES 


Query No. 149, (This query was overlooked in the September issue). From F. Sheldon Drew, 
309 Main St., Brockton 1, Mass. Could I inquire through the Journal if anyone has any in- 
formation on ship BIRMINGHAM built at Bath, Maine in 1836 and on which my great-grandfather 
made a voyage from Bath to San Francisco Nov. 5, 1849 - April 8, 1950. If plans and pic- 

tures are available, please inform me where I can get them. 


Query No. 150 from Mehrel Shank, 3504 - 35th St., Nitro, W. Va. What is the origin of the 
term "frigate" and at approximately what date? I have just received a set of plans of 
ROTOR LOWE, drawn by R. Hoeckel, who is usually very authentic. He calls this vessel a fri- 
gate, and states that it was built in Holland in 1597. On May 3, 1696, Sir Peter Pett wrote 
a letter to Samuel Pepys and said, "many years ago I gave Sir Christopher Wren the draught 
of an old fashioned ship and another of the frigate fashion that he might see the difference 
in them". This is as far back as I have been able to trace the term. 


Query No. 151 from Gerald C. Knewston, 2403 N. 33rd St., Milwaukee, 10, Wisconsin. Does 
anyone know the meaning of the word "chess-trees"? I came across the expression while 
reading Frank Worsley's "First Voyage in a Square-Rigged Ship". He spoke of leading the 


tack of the mainsail under the chess-trees and bowsing it down hard with a luff tackle. This 
was in the New Zealand ship WAIROA. 


Query No. 152 - from John Lang, 184 High St., Street (name of town) Somerset, England. I 
would like to build a model of one of the framed Chesapeake Bay bugeyes, building the hull 
on frames and planking correctly, scale 1/4" or 3/8" to the foot. I have been looking at 
the plans in M.V. Brewington's book - "Chesapeake Bay Bugeyes" (Mariners' Museum). From 
the text it would appear that the frames are made "lapped" and cross the keel except where 
they abutt against the center board truck. The drawings do not show this too clearly and 
drawings and descriptions in "American Ship Models" (Grimwood) and “Ships of the Past" 
(Davis) do not help a lot. Do the frames actually lie on the top of the keel with a keelson 
on top again? Help on this and also on the hull construction would be welcome. 


€ Query No. 153 from Winston Langdon, Hornersville, Missouri. Suppose I had a signal hoist 


what good would it do me? What do I use to identify the vessel? I know there are codes for 
the exchange of information at sea but when the strange sail hoists 4 letters for her name - 
what book do I consult? My MVUS 1887 has a sequence list of the letters but later they gave 
it up. We have many members who would like to have a culmative list of signal letters. 
Undoubtedly there is some member who can write a good article which will give the changes 


in the signal flags so that we can be brought up to date on signal letters and the flags 
which represent them. 


Query No. 154 from Joseph Russakow, 13 Madison Ave., Mount Holly, New Jersey. I have triec 
to locate the book "Built-up Ship Models" by Davis through a book searching agency and ap- 
parently there is little chance of finding it. Perhaps a Guild member who has this book 
would be willing to trade for my copy of "Old Time Ships" by Stevens. I hate to part with 
it but right now the book by Davis is more important to me. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 
50 years ago 


A group of sea captains whose vessels from many parts of the world were loading in 
Tacoma Harbor and they got to talking about names of vessels that never fitted, capping each 
other's yarns. One captain claimed to have known a hulk of a coal barge called "Pride of 
the Sea", another knew of a fish scow named the "Sea Queen" and a beautiful three-masted 
sailing ship with the plain handle "John Smith". As the game grew warm, the American Regis- 
try brought out others. The steamship "Irishman" built in Scotland for English owners who 
planned to put her in the Chinese trade. "Brilliant Sailor", a bark, it was said was the 
slowest ship afloat. "Hard Luck" was one of the best paying; "Bonanza” never made a dollar. 
The bark "Wandering Jew" was wrecked on her home coast,which she never left; "Seven Sisters" 
had a captain with a bald head, and the schooner “On Time" was always overdue. From the 
Tacoma News Tribune, sent by Fred S. Rice. 
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"A SEAMAN'S RULES FOR PUTTING A SHIP ABOUT" 
Described in verse 
Written on board His Majesty's Ship PRINCE REGENT of 74 guns 
by her lst Lieutenant, William Kelly, 1808 


Close to the wind, in a fine Top-Gallant breeze, 
The noble REGENT gliding thro' the seas; 
Her sails well set, her yards precisely trimmed, 
Buoyant as air, o'er yielding waves she skimmed; 
When to Tack the Ship, the Captain's voice was heard, 
And quick the Bos'n's pipe the nimble crew bestir'd. 
Their Stations gained, dead silence then prevailed, 
And "Ready Oh Ready" both fore and aft was hailed; 
The "Helm's a'Lee" ‘s the First Lieutenant's cry, 
And at that instant off the Head Sheets fly; 
"Check Lee Head Braces" and quickly you will find, 
Your after sails will quiver in the wind; 
"Raise Tacks and Sheets" is then the next command, 
And keep the Weather Braces, Hauled well taut, in hand; 
Be careful now to watch the good ship's prow, 
And note the wind a trifle on the bow. 
The “"Mainsail Haul" you then distinctly sound, 
And swift your After Yards fly cheerly round; 
Watch then the wind After Sails is spilling, 
And "Haul off All" when the Topsails are just filling; 
"Brace up", “Haul aft", and pull the bowlines out, 
And mark these rules to put a ship about. 


From "The Secretary's Letter" of the Thames 
Ship Lovers’ Society, London 


GUILD SLOP CHEST 


Back Numbers of the Nautical Research Journal - There has been some confusion here with 
the orders for back numbers. It was therefore decided to give all members a chance to buy 
those that are left. We can supply the following: 
1952 = Vol. 4, with the erception of No. l. 
1951 « Val. " " " " " and 4e 
1949 = Vol. 1, we have only Nos. 5 and 9. 
This year the Journal was a quarterly which included the 
monthly issues of the Secretary's Monthly Letter. 
1948 - This was the first year of the Guild and we have only a Eg 
few. Price .50 each. 
To avoid confusion, please enter your order on a separate sheet - do not send money until 
you receive a bill. 


Negatives of the GERTRUDE L. THEBAUD and the BLUENOSE 

Richard Orr has kindly presented the Guild with 30 negatives, 24x34, of his collection 
of photos of these famous fishermen. These are mostly shots of the vessels and their crews 
while tied at their wharves. They are exceptional and rare. The Guild's photographer will 
supply prints at the following prices: 

24x34 - 010 5x7- 50 8 x 10 275 

Those who wish to make their own prints will receive the negatives upon request, but 

must wait until the orders are filled here. Please enter your order on a separate sheet. 
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Notes and Comments 


Correction -- The price of the subscription to "Neptunia" as given in the September 
issue is in error. The price of this beautiful magazine is 1700 francs for foreign sub- 
scription. When one figures the exchange value of the franc at .0029 it can readily be 
seen that the price of $4.93 is little enough for both the "Neptunia" and "Le Triton". 
Mehrel Shank writes -- "I have just bought a chart which is almost the most beautiful thing 
I have ever seen. It is a reproduction of a chart drawn by Francois Ollive in 1664 in 12 
colors and measures 3 x 4 feet. It is of the Mediterranean Sea and every inch is crammed 


full of views of cities and vessels. The price is 2200 francs, plus 15% postage, total 
2530 francs or $7.34 and it is worth is. 


From Roy Rogers - The belaying pin plan of the SEA WITCH in the September issue should 
be interesting to a lot of members. However as for W - A = W, who drew the plan, whoever 


he is, seems to have done a pretty thorough job of cribbing the belaying pin plan in "Ship 
Models = How to Build Them" by Davis. 


Book - "The Down Easters", by Basil Lubbock, reprint, obtainable from Brown, Son and Fer- 
guson, Ltd., 52-58 Darnley St., Glasgow, S, lScotland. Price 37 shillings (85.26). "A . 
History of the Down Easters or Cape Horners." Chapter was added to include many European- 
built square-riggers which ended their days under American ownership. Appendix has record 


of YOUNG AMERICA, and DAVID CROCKETT, as well as a log of the GLORY OF THE SEAS. 118 il- 
lustrations, 300 pages. 


Figureheads - from Willis L. Nye. For those who are interested in a further study of 
figureheads, an interesting article published in the "Scientific American", august 7th,1909 
reveals interesting facts as to the origin. The article is "Figureheads and their Story" 
and should be available in the bound magazine section in the libraries of the larger cities 
or obtainable from state libraries through your local librarian. 


Trade Note - A new cannon kit has just appeared on the local scene that may appeal to the 
casual modeler. It consists of die cast plastic parts to build a complete military type 
carnon and limber of the 1812-1850 era. Outside of cleaning off some of the plastic flash- 
ing, there are no construction difficulties. It is suggested that "Olin" or similar plas- 
tic cement be used for fastenings and an oil type paint be used for finishing. Lacquers 
will etch the plastic. Tne model is a 1/2" scale reproduction of a 6 pound cannon. The 
kit is manufactured by "Ideal" and costs one dollar. 


PLANS OF A FRAMED AND PLANKED MODEL OF THE LEXINGTON 


Great interest was shown in a set of three plans brought to the meeting of the Southern 
Califernia Group by Joseph Kostalik. These were drawn by Clyde Leavitt for the publishers 
of "“echanix Illustrated". According to Mr. Kostalik, these plans are a liberal education 
in the framed and planked model construction, and although they are of the LEXINGTON, they 
differ from any previously published. They show in detail in scale size and give the bevel- 
lirg for each frame. Also the lines and scale dimensions of each full frame composed of 

the seven different futtocks which are treenailed and which may be easily assembled before 
the keel is laid. Because all bevels are shown for each frame, it simplifies the process 

of planking and the work of trueing up. Price Plan No. 428, $3.00 for set of three plans, 


24" x 36". Address "Mechanix Illustrated" c/o Fawcett Publishing Co., Fawcett Bldg. Green- 
wich, Conn. 


INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS 
Arthur Cook Johnson, Briganteen YANKEE, c/o Johnson's Bookstore, Springfield, Mass. I 


have been four times around the world - twice in a briganteen. Saw the LAWHILL in Lorenzo 
Marques, the STAR OF RUSSIA in the New Hebrides, the MOSHULU in the South Atlantic and the 
PAMIR in San Francisco. I have been collecting photos of square-rigged ships for some time 


and now have about 500 such photos. Would like to meet some of the members who are willing 
to sell their duplicates. 


Howard Boyle, Box AB 6723P, Pittsburgh 33, Pennsylvania. Mr. Boyle is an accomplished 
modelist, having made many models in the last 20 years or so. Some of his models are fully 
working and highly detailed. Any period of sail is of interest. 
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John Walter McMeekin, 849 Craig Ave., La Canada, California. Clipper ships and figure- 
= I am interested in wood carving and would like to attempt carving figureheads in 
scale. 

Roger P. Mainevi, c/o Westinghouse, 3451 E. Marginal Way, Seattle 4, Washington. I 
learned about the Guild when I bought a model of one of your members and also by meeting ; 
Arthur Kiel. I am a modeler myself and I think the Guild should be a splendid organization. 
Although most of my knowledge is along air plane lines, I am anxious to learn the complex- 
ities of the nautical world. 

Harry H. Halley, Jr., 1206 Evarg Ave., Compton, California. I am now modeling the ESSEX 
and am interested in modeling clippers. 

(Mrs.) Johanna Loesche-Whicker, 377 Fellsway West, Medford 55, Massachusetts. The ship 
model I am working on is a 1/8" scale of the schooner CONST LLATION. The EX-SALLY PERSIS 
NOYES of the Crowell & Thurlow fleet, Boston, built 1918 in Harrington, Maine. In 1930 
she was sold to Robert Royall of Boothbay Harbor, Maine and was reconditioned as a cruise 
ship, and later used in deep sea-diving. My late husband, Alwin Loesche was master on her 
at that time until his sudden death. I had been constantly sailing with him on all of his 
ships since we were married. The EDNA M. MCNIGHT, wrecked off Cape Hatteras on Dec. 6, 
1926, the LUCIA P. DAW and the MABEL A. FRYE; 13 years in all, sailing to different parts 
along the North Atlantic Coast, the West Indies and South America. It was a grand exper- 
ience, of which I would not have missed a day. (Mrs. Loesche-Whicker has sent the Guild 

a picture of the CONSTELLATION. 

Captain Merritt A. Edson, Jr. U.S.Ii.C. (in the field) "C" Co. 1-5 lst Mar. Div. F.M.F. c/o 
F.P.0., San Francisco, Calif. "I am a model builder, and build one scale model a year when 
duties allow access to tools. Recently I have turned to half models and have a project 
underway of construction representative hulls of the 18th century, both native and foreign. 
These half models are on a scale of 1/4"-1'. I have collected a rather haphazard library 
of nautical books with emphasis on the 18th century, and also the general literature on 
ship model building. I attempt to add one choice item to it a year." 

J. Shindel Kamp, 118 E. 23rd St., Chester, Pennsylvania. "Anything pertaining to the 
sea and ships and the building of authentic ship models". 

George Whistler Dockstader, 522 East Walnut Street, Whittier, Calif. I wish to know 
more about the history of old time ships. I am interested in modeling clippers and schoon- 
ers. (Note: George Dockstader is a student at Whittier High School. We are pleased to 
have young men join our ranks and hope to have the pleasure of welcoming many more to 
help us in our effort.) 

Doctor William E. Dawson, 58 Winthrop Street, Taunton, Massachusetts. "I have been mak- 
ing models for approximately twenty-five years and while I have made all types my interest 
for thelast 15 years has been entirely in naval vessels particularly of the 18th and 19th 
centuries. I have just finished a five foot model of the VICTORY. I have also built an 
English Revenue Cutter, a model of the U.S.S. MOBILE HARTFORD, and also restored and re- 
rigged quite a few other models. I am a great friend of Richard Orr, one of your members, 
who, I think, is one of the best ship modelers in the Last." 


Frank J. Lazet, 208 Barker Street, Ridley Park, Pennsylvania. "Member of the Philadel- 
phia Ship Model Society. Have made about 3 dozen scaled ship models in bottles - all rigs. 
Interested in getting started on larger models - 3/16" and 1" scale. I collect books most- 
ly as related or can be used for ship modeling." 


An Emissary to Europe 
Letter to the Secretary 
On November 17th I am sailing for Europe. My intention is to visit the ship model 
museums in London, Paris, and Brussels. If any of the members of the Guild have a specific 
question that might be answered in any of these museums, I will be glad to be of service. 
Fred Kelly - 418 Union Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey 


Changes in Roster - H. O. Williams to Cedar Canyon, Rt. 1, Grabill, Indiana 
Clark Allen to Grassmont Inn, Evans Place, La Mesa, California 
Lieut. Thomas Kilgore Sherwood U.S.N. to 82 Whittier Rd., Wellesley Hills, Mass. 
Lieut. James A. Allen, U.S.N. to Staff Com Cru Div TWO F.P.0., New York, N. Y. 
Capt. C. E. Coffinn, Jr., U.S.N. US Naval Beach Group ONE, F.P.0., San Francisco, Calif. 
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